North American Martyrs

Joan Sundstrom, Religious Education Coordinator

Rev. John F. Gee, Pastor
Rectory 508-798-8779

Religious Education Office 508-798-0612

www.namartyrsauburn.org
Parish e-mail: namoffice@verizon.net
Relig. Ed e-mail: namparish@namparish.com

Lord’s Day Saturday, 4:30 p.m.
Masses Sunday, 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Weekday 7:00 a.m. (except Thursday)

Masses 8:00 a.m. Saturdays

Confessions Saturday 3:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Baptisms
Weddings

By appointment
Please make arrangements lyear in advance

January 8, 2012
MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, January 7, 4:30 p.m.
James Cahill
Requested by his family

Sunday, January 8, 8:30 a.m.
6th Anniv.: Judith Ann Cox
Requested by her family

Sunday, January 8, 10:30 a.m.
6th Anniv.: Priscilla Groves
Requested by friends

Wednesday, January 11, 7:00 a.m.
George Maroney - Requested by his family

Friday, January 13, 7:00 a.m.
Rick Belair - Requested by his family

Saturday, January 14, 8:00 a.m.
Special Intention

Saturday, January 14, 4:30 p.m.
Paul Bourbeau
Requested by his family

Sunday, January 15, 8:30 a.m.
Paul Kelly - Requested by a friend

Sunday, January 15, 10:30 a.m.
50th Anniv.: Iva Doherty
Requested by her family

The Epiphany of the Lord

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER

O God, our loving creator and giver of all good gifts,
bless our parish and the diocese, strengthen our faith
and grant us the spirit of Christian stewardship so that
we may give generously of our time, talent and treas-
ure to the spreading of Your kingdom here at North
American Martyrs and throughout the world. We ask
this through our Lord Jesus, your Son, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever
and ever. Amen.

Bereavement - Refreshments are offered to families after the
funeral of a loved one. You may request this ministry by calling
Fr. Gee at 508-798-8779.

Hymn Requests - Eagle’s Wings is our liturgical music group that
plays at the 8:30 mass. Please call Pete Michaud at 755-5863 or
talk to him after mass.

Coffee And ... - Every Sunday after the Masses, teams of men in
the parish serve coffee and doughnuts in the parish hall.
Everyone is welcome.

1/8 - Team 4
1/15 - Team 5

Hall Reservations -- To reserve the hall, please contact
T Jablanski at 508-751-6476.

Bulletin Items -- Please submit by Wednesday at 8:00 a.m. all
items to appear in the bulletin. Please contact Pam Ashmankas at
508-798-0612 or NAMparish@namparish.com.

It’s a joy to welcome new parishioners and visitors. Please let us know who you are.
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Praying
It is the most powerful thing we can do.

Please pray for M. Jane O’Connell and
for the souls of all the faithful departed,

for those who are ill:

Emery Lucier, Betty Gallant, Anthony Real,
Janie Bouges, Mary DePasquale, Eugene Gosselin,
James Stefanik, Fred Brown, Ray Perron, Jacob Roy,
Christopher Lonergan, Debra Lynne lles, Bob Bedker

and for all the men and women
serving in our country’s military

Fr. John Gavin of the Society of Jesus
at Holy Cross College will celebrate
tone of our Masses each weekend.

Fr. Gee would like to thank all our

parishioners for their warm words

and wonderful generosity to him at
Christmas!

If there are any persons who have difficulty
hearing the Mass, there are hearing aide headsets
available for use during Mass. Please contact
Father Gee for more information.

Men’s Fellowship Group

Please join the Men’s Fellowship Group on Saturday,
January 14 at 7:30 a.m. as we continue our lively,
faith-filled discussions. Let’s start the new year on a high
note. For more information, please contact Tj at
508-721-2557.

Spaghetti Supper
North American Martyrs’ own Cub
Scout Pack 121 will be holding a
Spaghetti Supper on Saturday,
January 14" from 5:00 to 7:00 PM in the Parish Hall.
This annual event helps to raise funds for the Pack’s
numerous activities. Tickets are $6.00 per person, with
children 3 years old and under free and will be available at
the door.

There will be a special collection for The Catholic
University of America to be taken in all the parishes
throughout the Diocese of Worcester this weekend. The
Catholic University of America, the national university of
the Catholic Church in the U.S., belongs to all of us in the
Church, regardless of where we live. All of the funds
received through this collection underwrite the financial
aid program at the university. Simply put, your
contributions directly benefit students at CUA from all
over the country, including the Diocese of Worcester, by
funding scholarships for those who would not otherwise
be able to attend.

SCRIPTURE STUDY

A Scripture Study using the “Six Weeks with the
Bible” series will be held on Thursday evenings,
January 12, January 19, January 26, February 2,
February 9, and February 16 from 7-8:30 p.m. in
the rectory. The series title we will be using is
“Jonah/Ruth: Love Crosses Boundaries.”

Please call the Religious Education Office at
508-798-0612 if interested in attending.

Kateri’s Kitchen --
Open Saturdays, 10-12

We are asking our parishioners to
help “stock our shelves” by donating
ANY non-perishable food items.
You may bring your donations to the
altar at the offertory or to the
classroom at the back entrance.

Kateri’s

Kitchen

We are especially in need of the

following:
Ketchup Mayonnaise
Mustard Canned Meat
Oatmeal Juice
Pasta Sauce Baked Beans
Cookies Crackers

We are very grateful for your extraordinary generosity
in bringing food. If you have any questions, please
call Ann Marie Lucas at 508-752-4852.

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION

“They prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then
they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh...”” - Matthew 2:11 Notice the
distinct order of events in the Magi’s visit. First they knelt
before Jesus and prayed to Him. Then they presented Him
with their gifts. We, too, must take time to pray before we
presume to present our gifts to the Lord. We never know
what gifts God might be asking us to share. But when we
kneel before Him in prayer we will find the answer.

COLLECTIONS

The collections for the past couple of weeks are as
follows:

December 24-25 weekend - $6,371
Christmas collection - $4,409

Dec. 31-Jan. 1 weekend - $4,996
Solemnity of Mary collection - $625
January monthly collection - $1,000

We are grateful to you for your wonderful
generosity.




RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
JANUARY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday, January 8
8:30-11:30 a.m. - Mass followed by
First Eucharist Class
1-4 p.m. - Grade 7/8 Retreat
6:30-8:00 p.m. - Grade 9/10 Class

Thursday, January 12
7-8:30 p.m. - Scripture Study

Monday, January 16
2:30-5:30 p.m. - Jeremiah’s Inn (EYF)

Tuesday, January 17
7:00 p.m. — Religious Education Board

Thursday, January 19
7-8:30 p.m. - Scripture Study

Saturday-Sunday, January 21 & 22
Gathering Day

Sunday, January 22
6:30-8:00 p.m. - Grade 9/10 Class

Thursday, January 26
7-8:30 p.m. - Scripture Study

Sunday, January 29
8:30 a.m. - First Eucharist Enrollment Mass
9:30-11:30 a.m. - First Eucharist Class
10:30 a.m. - “Come Follow Me” Early
Childhood Program
6:30-8:00 p.m. - Grade 7/8 Class

GATHERING DAY SIGN-UP
(GRADES 1-6)

A Gathering Day will be held on

Saturday, January 21 from 1 - 3:15 p.m.
and
Sunday, January 22 from 2-4:15 p.m.

Your child can attend either Saturday or Sunday.
At sign-up, your child will receive service project
information and a home lesson to be completed and
brought to the Gathering Day.

Sign-ups for this Gathering Day will be held during
the following times:

Sunday, January 8 - after the 8:30 & 10:30 Masses
- 6:30-8:00 p.m.

Tuesday, January 10 - 11 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Wednesday, January 11 - 11 a.m. -5:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 12 - 11 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

GOD SPEAKS! Family Scripture Puzzles
Look for the activity in the folders attached to the
bulletin boards at both church entrances.

The Epiphany of the Lord

You have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace.
(Ephesians 3:2)

Have you ever been entrusted with an important
message to deliver to someone? If so, you
probably worked hard to make sure it was delivered
properly. That’s how Paul must have felt about the
gospel he preached. It was a universal, revolutionary
message: Salvation is available to Gentiles and Jews
alike! No one is outside of God’s power to save, heal,
and transform! e

Two thousand years later,
God is still looking for people
willing to become stewards of
his grace. He is calling you to
proclaim the surprising news of
salvation.

Why talk about our call to evangelize on the Feast
of the Epiphany? Because today we celebrate the way
Jesus’ glory was revealed to the Magi. Today we
celebrate the way the Magi saw something special in
this boy from Nazareth—something special enough to
make them want to offer him valuable gifts.

In a similar way, when we share with people the
message of Jesus— the universal, revolutionary
message of salvation—we are showing them something
glorious. We are proclaiming the greatest, most awe-
inspiring news in history: Heaven is open! Salvation has
come!

This is a high calling indeed! Every time we share
the message of God’s grace, we offer people a chance to
have their own epiphany. We can go so far as to say that
just by living out the gospel, our lives can become an
epiphany—a glorious manifestation of the power of
God to transform human hearts!

So as it turns out, St. Paul is not the only one
privileged to be called a steward of God’s grace. That
title belongs to each of us. So let’s treasure our role in
God’s plan—and, above all else, let’s treasure the
salvation that we have received!

Adapted from The Word Among Us

EXERCISE YOUR FAITH

Thank you to the following 7/8 students who “exercised
their faith”

by participating in “Rosary Praying” on December 8:

Jacob Dileo
Ryan Fahey
Sophia Laperle
Patrick Lynch

Thomas Anderson
Abigail Fahey
Benjamin Jette
Sarah Lempicki

Emma Lyons Spencer Peters
Nathan Pickett Cameron Prosser
Zachary Randall Meghan Reidy

Stephen Saucier Lexy Tessman




We are grateful to these parishioners, whose ads pay for the
equipment and materials to produce this bulletin.

1464 Grafton Road
Millbury, MA 01527
(508) 755-5253

Fax (508) 754-4659

Pamela Murphy

tchue

O-P-T-I-C-I-A°N-S

Lindblom Landscaping & Home Repair
.- ICPI-NCMA Certified

10% off Snow Plowing with this ad

Mark Lindblom
774-262-4712

Fully Insured/Free Estimates

Worcester County Safety Consulting, LLC

Authorized OSHA Outreach Trainer #65438
Pete Michaud

10 & 30 Hour Training for Construction ~ Telephone 508.450.2559
29 Years Experience email: wcsafetyc@gmail.com
TeC Bookkecping Services Auburn, MA &

Dennisport, MA

Amg B. Messina
All types of boolcl(ccping services

Flcasc call for a free estimate.

774-5%5—-1618

available for small business owners. amymess@verizon.net

Joshua Crowley

Licensed Electrician
(508) 868-8228

QQ B,
Free Estimates

Fully Insured Journeyman Lic.# 51285E

Ken Roux
(508) 723-4612

Handyman Services
(All types of home repairs, including
carpentry and mechanical)

This bulletin ad space
Is available immediately.
Call 508-798-0612.

Auntie Sari’s Pet Sitting
Sari Bitticks, 508-832-3159

»

“Pets lovingly cared for in your own home”
Daily Visits. Mail/paper fetched, plants watered.

A Step Ahead
IANRN

Christine M. Ganong
Owner/Child Care Provider

"A Progressive Approach to Family Child Care”

Family Child Care Center
102 Pakachoag Street,
Auburn, MA 01501

508-767-1214

www.astepaheadauburn@hotmail.com

Spring/Fall Clean-up, Hedges,
Mulching and Planting E9

hsk about our FREE lawn cut for new customersl

Mike Houston

Houston Lawn Service k"
774-232-9988 We get the job done!

>
(&
{

‘1 BELANGER
PLASTERING & PAINTING

f‘ Fully Insured/Free Estimates

Residential/Commercial

Interior/Exterior

Michael - 508-987-5510
John P. - 508-752-7490

CAPITOL SIDING CO.

Vinyl Siding, Roofing,
Replacement Windows,
‘ Seamless Gutters, Carpentry

30 Auburn Street
Auburn, MA 01501
(508) 832-5981 X14
Fax (508) 832-0464
E-Mail - dale@capitolsiding.com

DALE SARKISIAN, Sales Manager www.capitolsiding.com

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

49 Central Street, Auburn, MA 01501
Hall Rental — Catering Arranged
Call 508-832-3443

We Serve Our Church & Community - Join Us!

Acura of Auburn

ACURA Tom White
476 Southbridge Street Sales Consultant
Auburn, MA 01501 >
508/832-0444; Cell: 508/277-9478 AGRIEIR

tomw@acuraofauburn.com PRECISION TEAM

Scott McDonald Plumbing & Heating 7%

Service & Repairs
No Job Too Small D)

Scott McDonald, Plumber  Cell: 508-572-5393

Worcester, MA ;
Lic#31613 and Insured scottplumbing@charter.net

FLinT River RancH .ﬁ
SUPER PREMIUM HEALTH FoOoD FOR PETS
Call For A FREE Sample!
+All Natural *No By Products

*No Preservatives +Oven Baked
eHome Deliverede

Lg/nn Foster
55 Brook Street
Auburn, MA 01501

508-832-6812
Ind. Dist.# D222

Phillip D.O’Connell,Jr., P.C.

Fatestal Attorney at Law
425 Pakachoag St.
Auburn, M A 01501

Tel: (508) 832-5872

_— Fax: (508) 832-7167

L) 10 Prospect Street

m&s Auburn, MA 01501

Open Daily at 4:00

STEAK HOUSE P Sunday at 2:00

Private Bereavement Luncheons
STEPHEN LONDREGAN
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