


Responding to God’'s Word . . .

As we read and hear the story of the
Passion according to Luke’s Gospel,
it is clear that the Death of Jesus is a
great sign of his compassion for us.
The compassion of Jesus is evident
in the forgiveness which su uses the
whole narrative but especially in the
great words, “Father, forgive them”
(Luke 23:34).

The whole of Luke’s Gospel speaks
of compassion and forgiveness.
Stories that are particular to Luke,
such as the Good Samaritan and
the Prodigal Son, underscore the
riches of God’s compassion and
mercy. These gifts come into our lives
as pure grace. We are undeserving
bene ciaries but bene ciaries

SUGGESTIONS

Use one of these suggestions or
one of your own to respond to
God’s Word this week.

nonetheless. And yet we are more
than bene ciaries.

Our call is not only to receive the
grace of forgiveness and compassion
but also to be bearers of these gifts
to others. To evangelize, to bring the
Good News, is to announce the year
of favor of our God. It is to proclaim
that the Lord has done great things
for us.

We proclaim the Good News in
a particular way by extending to
others the mercy and compassion
that we ourselves have experienced
in our own lives. What we have
drawn from the power of the Lord’s . . L

) is beset with many divisions
Cross becomes a gift to our brothers and con icts.
and sisters. \_

In the home. Place a cross in a
new and prominent place. Let it
be a special point of focus during
this week.

In the workplace or in school.
When negative attitudes surface,
especially about others, do what
you can to foster a spirit of
compassion and forgiveness.

In the community. Learn
about how you can become
a peacemaker in a world that
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As you were cruci ed,
The women of Jerusalem

you forgave your executioners. who followed Jesus in his

Dietrich Bonhoe er was executed
by the Nazis shortly before Easter.
The prison doctor said of his
death: “I saw Pastor Bonhoe er

. .. kneeling on the oor, praying

As you su ered on the Cross, Passion and Cruci xion
stayed present to him.
They cried and grieved his

su erings. They could do

you forgave the repentant thief.

Direct me, Jesus, by your
nothing for him, but they

fervently . . . | was most deeply
moved by the way this lovable man
prayed, so devout and so certain
that God heard his prayer. At the
place of execution, he . . . climbed
the steps to the gallows, brave and
composed. His death ensued after

holy compassion: to forgive when | am
0 ended, to heal when | see wounds,
to reconcile when | meet division,
and to unite when | encounter

separation. Amen.

accompanied him. When
others ed from Jesus or
even denied him, these
holy women stayed
close to him.

a few seconds. In the almost fty
years . . . as a doctor, | have hardly
ever seen a man die so entirely
submissive to the will of God.”
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Carry this thought in your
heart as a guide for your
faith journey this week.

For reflection . . .

What are some of my concerns as
| imagine myself having only a few
minutes left to live?
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Jesus forgives those
who caused him to
be crucified, and that
includes me.

IS DEATH A LEAPINTO A VOID?

OF COURSENOT. IT ISTO THROW

YOURSELANTO THE ARMS OF THE LORD.
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