


It is known that the early Christians
did not dare paint the cruci ed Lord
on walls and tombs. Nevertheless, in
the catacombs we often nd drawings
of a shepherd carrying a sheep on
his shoulder reminding us of Jesus,
the Good Shepherd. This was a
profound reminder for the persecuted
communities that Jesus was always
protecting them.

When Jesus’ enemies criticized him
for eating with sinners and outcasts,
he would tell them about God’s love
using the image of a shepherd who
would not rest until he brought the
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A daughter found this moving
prayer among her father's
possessions after he died: “I cannot
pray, dear Lord. | cannot nd . . .
recovery, health, and peace of mind
.. . Although You su ered more
than |, this does not help me, no
matter how I try . . . Take my feeble
frame, and give me strength . . .

I need to know that with Your help
we will succeed . . . So take my
hand, and let me cling to Thee, and,
clinging, know no harm can come

to me.” ChristorHERNEWS NOTES
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PrECIOUSLORD, TAKEMY HAND . . .
THRO' THE STORM, THRO' THE NIGHT,

LEAD ME TO THE LIGHT . . . TAKE MY HAND,
PrEciousLoRD, LEAD ME HOME.
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lost sheep back to the “family.” Jesus
added that when that happens there
is great joy in the shepherd’s heart,
much like the joy in Heaven when a
sinner returns home.

Jesus spent his life searching for the
lost, the su ering, the poor, and the
sick. He came to reveal the God who
makes the sun shine on the just and
the unjust alike and the rain fall on the
good and the bad. The Good News is
that God does not wait for the return
of the lost sheep to begin loving it.
God is always there with forgiving
love, waiting for the sheep’s return.

Even though
| walk through the

darkest valley, | fear no evil;

for you, my God, are with me;
your rod and your sta will comfort me.
| trust that your love and your mercy
shall follow me all the days of my life,

and | shall dwell in your house

my whole life long. Amen.

(Adapted from Psalm 23)

Carry this thought in your
heart as a guide for your faith
journey this week.

| give [my sheep]
eternal life, and they
will never perish.
John 10:28

Use one of these suggestions or
one of your own to respond to
God’'s Word this week.

In the home. Discuss how
your family can act like a good
shepherd to others.

In the workplace or in school.
Approach someone who seems
to have lost their way and listen
to their story.

In the community. Do some-
thing special on Good Shepherd
Sunday to remind everyone of
God’s love for all.
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Saint Fidelis of Sigmaringen
1577-1622
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Born in Germany, Fidelis
became a lawyer and a tutor
to aristocrats. He started
defending the poor and
became a Franciscan Capuchin
monk. Fidelis was so successful
as a missionary to Switzerland
that local Protestants claimed
that he was a spy for the
Austrian Emperor. Fidelis was
stabbed to death in a church.
His feast day is celebrated
on April 24.
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