


The Resurrection of Jesus and

the Word of God that we hear
proclaimed this Sunday invite us to
an entirely new life. There is power
and reassurance when the Lord says:
“See, | am making all things new”
(Revelation 21:5). Still, we may wonder
what this means in the practical

order of things. It seems unclear

how exactly we enter and live out
this newness, especially the new
commandment of love.

We can begin by understanding
that if there is newness, there must
be creativity and an exercise of
imagination. Old categories, old
patterns, old ways of doing things—
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Federico Fellini’'s Im La Strada
opened in 1954 and became a
classic. In one unforgettable scene,
a clown is talking to a young
woman. She has grown weary

of trying to love unlovable and
unloving people, and she wants
nothing more to do with them.

As the conversation ends and the
young woman turns to leave, the
clown says to her, “But if you
don't love these people, who will
love them?”
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all of these things may be familiar, but
they are also inadequate to the new
life proposed to us.

We need to exercise a holy
imagination by keeping our eyes
xed on Jesus, who shows us the
way and empowers us to follow it.
At the same time, we need to search
through the human connections of
our lives—from our families to those
at the farthest reaches of the world.
Then we can begin to piece together
a new set of attitudes and decisions
for taking action.

If we are looking for a map to God's
new world, we nd it in Jesus and the
human beings God puts in our lives.

~ InYoir Lowe, Lead e 3 7

Lord, when | want
to love but do not know how,
in your love, lead me.
Lord, when | want to love
but do not feel able,
in your love, lead me.
Lord, when | want to love
but nd no response,
in your love, lead me.
Lord, when | want to love
but feel small-hearted,
in your love, lead me.
Amen.

Carry this thought in your
heart as a guide for your
faith journey this week.

We know that we have
passed from death to
life because we love one
another.

1 John 3:14

SUGGESTIONS

Use one of these suggestions or
one of your own to respond to
God’s Word this week.

In the home. Do what you always
do for the people closest to you,
but do it with an extra dimension
of generosity and love.

In the workplace or in school.
Love begins with fundamental
respect and reverence. Examine
how you can foster more respect
and greater reverence for all
people in your life.

In the community. Love and
justice walk hand in hand.
Identify an injustice in the
community that can be righted
by a loving attitude or loving
action.
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Saint Elizabeth of Portugal
1271-1336
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Elizabeth was a wife, a mother,
a queen, a peacemaker,
and a supporter of many

di erent charitable causes.
She took the words of Jesus
to love one another and, in
the circumstances of her life,
translated them into actions that
bene ted those most in need.

Her feast is celebrated on July 4.
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